CREATIVE NONFICTION RUBRIC  300-LEVEL AND THESIS II
	Demonstrates ability to write well in chosen genre.
	EXCEEDS STANDARDS
15 Points
	MEETS STANDARDS
13 Points
	MINIMALLY ACCEPTABLE
11 Points
	UNSATISFACTORY
9 Points
	INADEQUATE
7 Points

	CHARACTERIZATION

	Characters are fully developed using a variety of techniques (speech, thought, actions, thought).  Minor characters quickly sketched with character traits. 
	Characters are distinctive, developed through their speech, actions, description, thoughts; indirectly by others; minor characters are developed w/ quick character traits
	Characters are interesting though only a few direct & indirect methods are used to characterize. 
	Characters are somewhat interesting and have some depth, but are not memorable.
	Characters lack depth; only descriptive details are used to develop them.

	SETTING
	A sense of place is inherent. Time period reflects the mindset of the culture. Details of setting vividly described.
	A sense of place is established. Some details of cultural or historical events establish the time period.  
	Setting is signaled by date and place.  Some sensory details are used to describe the setting.
	The reader can figure out when & where the story takes place; few descriptive details are used.
	The reader has trouble figuring out when and where the story takes place; details are vague or missing.

	NARRATIVE ARC
	Opens on dramatic conflict and draws reader in. Writer is consistently mindful of who is speaking. Communicates a clear purpose. Makes conscious use of desire. Obstacles, complications, suspense & tension heighten drama. Tone modulates appropriately to reflect the narrator’s voyage of self-discovery; Insightful self-reflection. Reveals universal truths about human nature on several levels. Resolution shows how the writer has profoundly shifted/changed/evolved.
	Opens on conflict that engages the reader’s interest. Writer is mindful of who is speaking. Begins with a purpose. An even flow of events and a rise in action.  A sense that the writer is on a voyage of self-discovery.

Thoughtful self-reflection. 
Reveals some universal truths about human nature. Resolution shows how the writer has shifted/ changed/evolved.

	Begins with exposition. Begins w/ awareness of who is speaking, but may lose sight of it. Not a clear purpose. Some gaps in explanation; focuses more on experience than self-discovery.  Self-reflection is sentimental, pat, or missing.  Resolution doesn’t clearly show how the writer has shifted/changed/evolved..
	Events are told rather than shown.  No sense of who is speaking or purpose, nor attempt to engage with the self. Poorly developed. No self-reflection.  Resolution doesn’t show how the writer has shifted/ changed/ evolved.
	Begins abruptly with no set-up. No sense of writer’s presence or purpose.  Events are seemingly random. Drops off at the end with no self-reflection or resolution.

	VOICE/PERSONA
	Narrative voice fresh, engaging, & distinct.  Courageous honesty in confronting the self. Reader believes the narrator is truth-seeking. Persona is appropriately detached and/or sympathetic, self-implicates and sees the “Other” in the self. Writer uses the persona to explore a subject other than the self.
	Narrative voice is clear and generally engaging. Honesty in confronting the self to a point.  The persona is detached but is focused more so on the self than the subject; The “Other” is acknowledged but not recognized in the self. Writer uses the personal to explore a subject other than the self, but the exploration is limited.
	Some originality of voice; makes an effort to connect to the reader, although there may be points where the reader becomes confused or loses interest. Persona lacks sufficient detachment and damages credibility. Avoidance of confronting the self. No exploration of a subject beyond the self.
	 Voice is clear but not especially articulate. Does little to convey author’s attitude, tone, and point of view.  Persona not perceived to be on a voyage of self-discovery or seeking the truth. No self-confrontation or exploration of a subject.
	Voice detracts from the content or is unidentifiable. Unsuccessful in maintaining a reader’s interest. Voice either does not convey, or shifts author’s attitude, tone, and point of view. Use of emotion is incoherent, incomplete or inappropriate.


Severe problems in diction and syntax. Little attention has been given to strong or memorable images. 

	

	Demonstrates an ability to write well in chosen genre
	EXCEEDS STANDARDS
15 Points
	MEETS STANDARDS
13 Points
	MINIMALLY ACCEPTABLE
11 Points
	UNSATISFACTORY

9 Points
	INADEQUATE
7 Points

	IMAGINATIVE RISK
	Originality in form, style & technique. Originality effectively reinforces meaning. 

	Originality in form, style, or technique though not wholly successful in reinforcing meaning. 
	Some originality in form style, or technique that somewhat reinforces meaning. 
	Weak attempt at originality in form, style, or technique. Originality struggles to reinforce meaning.  
	Originality is absent or weak attempt does not reinforce meaning

	MECHANICS
	The story is free of errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization; dialogue is formatted and punctuated correctly.
	Few errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization; dialogue is formatted and punctuated correctly.
	A variety of errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization distract from the flow of the story; dialogue is formatted and punctuated correctly.
	Significant errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization hinder the flow of the story; dialogue is not formatted and punctuated correctly.
	Serious and persistent errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

	Total Possible Points
	105 Points
	91 Points
	77 Points
	63 Points
	49 Points
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